
Gail Harwood 
January 22, 1925 - January 2, 2018 

 

Gail Harwood passed away peacefully on January 
2nd, 2018 in Ventura, CA. She was born 92 years 
ago in Minden, Nebraska to a farming family that 
moved to St. Helens, Oregon after the Dust Bowl. 
She met Robert (Bob) Harwood at St. Helens High 
School and they were married in 1943. They 
moved to Ventura to live from 1947-1950, where 
she worked for Shell Oil Company. Their first 
child Greg was born in 1950, followed by their 
daughter Julie in 1955. They moved back to 
Oregon for a short period of time before returning to Ventura for good 
in 1957. That was the year that they purchased the distributorship for 
the Los Angeles Times, which they ran together for over thirty years.  
 
Gail actively participated in the PTA, Assistance League, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Republican Women's, One Again and Lion I Club over the course 
of her life. She was a very caring and loving mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother who loved spending time with her family, 
entertaining, traveling and doing oil paintings. She gave so much to her 
community and family and will be remembered as a strong, intelligent 
and classy woman who truly lived life to it's fullest. We will all miss her 
beautiful smile and loving heart. 
 
We would like to send special a thank you to Dr. McBreen and Anna, 
Grace and Jay, and Donna and staff from Ventura Post Acute for all of 
the wonderful care that you gave Gail. 
 
She is survived by her daughter Julie and son-in-law Dr. William Shirk of 
Redmond, Oregon; 2 grandchildren, Robert (R.J.) Shirk and partner Tina 
Baselice of Santa Paula, Andria Lindsey and husband Robert Lindsey of 
Redmond, Oregon; 3 great-grandchildren Tyler, Taylynn and Teegan 
Lindsey, all of Redmond, Oregon and several nieces and nephews.  


