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BISHOP EMERITUS 

June 24, 1933 - January 28, 2017 
 

The Rev. Robert L. Miller, 83, passed away in 
his mountain home in Livermore, Colorado, on 
January 28, 2017. He was born June 24, 1933, 
in his parent’s farm home near Eagle Grove, 
Iowa, to Lindsey and Agnes Miller and placed 
in the drawer of a wooden chest for his 
bassinet. Pastor H. Fauske baptized Robert 
with a kitchen bowl of well water. He attended 
Sunday School and was confirmed by Pastor 
Hardis Bakken on March 14, 1948, at Samuel 
Lutheran Church. He and two of his 
confirmation classmates became Lutheran 
ministers. 

Bob and his sisters, Maxine, Helen, and Delores, raised steers for their 4-H 
projects and saved for their college educations. He attended country 
school through eighth grade and was often smarter than the 18-year-old 
teachers. The only sport Bob participated in was 4-H softball as he had to 
ride the bus home from Eagle Grove High School and do the farm chores. 
He attended community college where he met his future wife, Doris 
Mandsager, as their lockers were next to each other alphabetically. He 
was president of the debate team and went to Des Moines for their state 
debate contests. He worked a year at the local soybean plant before 
attending St. Olaf College, Northfield, Minn. On August 7, 1955, he and 
Doris were married at Trinity Lutheran Church, Hardy, Iowa, and Bob 
completed his senior year, graduating in 1956. He enrolled at Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, and interned at Hill Avenue Lutheran Church, 
Pasadena, with the Rev. V. Quello and the Rev. A. Tanner. Bob received his 
Bachelor of Divinity degree from Lutheran Seminary on May 29, 19670, 
and was ordained in his Iowa home church June 9, 1960. 

He served as an assistant pastor at Westwood Lutheran Church, St. Louis 
Park, Minn. for two years and was then called to be senior pastor at Hope 
Lutheran. 


