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December 1, 1919 - June 30, 2018 

 

It is with a mix of joy and sadness that we announce the 

passing of Leo Bernard Meyer into the arms of Jesus on June 

30, 2018.  Leo was born December 1, 1919 to Louise Carolina 

Bertha Rekow Meyer and Bernhardt Herman Carl Meyer in 

Post Township, Iowa.   

As part of “The Greatest Generation”  He enlisted in the Army 

Air Corp in September 1941, and served as a radio operator in Air Transport 

Command, delivering fighter planes in the European theater of WWII.  He went to 

bases in India, Iraq, and Egypt, among others.  He was discharged in 1946 as 

Master Sergeant.   

Leo earned his Bachelor’s degree from Milwaukee School of Engineering in 1949 

and then came to California to find a job in his field of Electronic Engineering.  He 

found a career at IBM that spanned 30 years, taking him from the LA office, then to 

the Oxnard office when he moved to Ojai with his wife in 1967.   

After his retirement in 1982, Leo began a rich life of service to the people around 

him. He had always been active in his church, doing yard work on Saturdays, 

ushering and doing handy work, but he added to that by volunteering for Habitat for 

Humanity. Leo helped Habitat for Humanity build the first house in Ventura County 

in 1993.  After this, he and his crew did “rehab” jobs, which was repair of the existing 

homes of people who could not afford to pay for the repairs themselves.  Sometimes 

if he and his crew could not do the job, he would pay for a professional to come 

complete the repairs out of his own pocket.  Until the age of 95, he continued to 

serve lunch to homeless at Family to Family and still ushered at his church. Leo had 

a deep faith in God and a deep inquisitiveness of spiritual things.   

Leo loved fixing things and could, indeed, fix almost anything.  Not always one for 

aesthetics, his last home in Ojai that he spent nearly 30 years in, was full of very 

practical ways to store and use things.  It was his “castle” and he loved it.   

Leo is survived by his only daughter, Karen (Steve), Grandson David, step grand-

children Kendra (Don) and Stephan, step great grandchildren Katelyn, Christopher, 

Nicholas, Tyler and Allison and one step great grandson, Ryan. Leo is also survived 

by his lunch and movie night friends, for whom he often expressed admiration of and 

gratitude for having in his life. 


